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lowa Library Association—24th 
Annual Meeting 

4 Sioux City, October 14, 15, 16, 1913. 
PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT. 

. Twe — The Twenty-fourth Annual 

Meeting of the Iowa Library Association 

will be held at Sioux City, beginning 

Tuesday afternoon, October 14th, and 

continuing through Wednesday and 

Thursday, October 15th and 16th. 

Ptace—Sioux City has been selected 
as our place of meeting that we may 
show, by our presence, our appreciation 
of its progressive library efforts, and at 
the same time secure a large attendance 
of trustees and librarians from the 
Northwest, Middlewest and Southwest 
districts. 

The Sioux ‘City library has within the 
year moved into its new and attractive 
building, and under able management is 
doing much to prove the worth of the 
citizens’ investment: We shall find a 
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great deal there worthy of our study and 
investigation. 

Good railroad facilities make Sioux 
City easily accessible from all parts of 
the state. The sessions will be held in 
the library auditorium. 

Hotrets—‘‘The Martin’’ will be head- 
quarters hotel, and has offered low rates 
for the meeting. Write directly to the 
hotel for room reservations, Mr. W. B. 
Nation, Manager. Rates for rooms: 

Single room with bath, $1.50 to $2.00. 

Single room without bath, $1.00. 

Room for two, with bath, $2.50 to 
$3.00. 

Room for two, without bath, $1.50. 

The following cordial invitation from 
Sioux City comes through the Secretary 
of the Commercial Club: 

Sioux City invites the librarians, li- 
brary officials, and all who are interested 
in libraries, to attend the twenty-fourth 
annual convention of the Iowa State Li- 
brary Association, to be held here Octo- 
ber 14th-16th. * 

We want you to see one of the newest 
and finest public library buildings in 
Iowa; we want you to realize that Sioux 
City is the second city in Iowa in popu- 
lation, and why; we want you to get a 
better conception of Sioux City’s indus- 
tries—of the fact that she stands first 
(federal census of 1910) in the value of 
manufactured products; we want you to 
visualize Sioux City’s location with ref- 
erence to the great states of Nebraska 
and South Dakota, to realize better the 
commercial importance to Towa of the 
states named, and also of the states of 











North Dakota, Wyoming and Montana. 

To borrow the pet phrase of one of 
the old political parties, Sioux City 
‘points with pride’ to her remarkable 
jobbing and retail houses, to her diversi- 
fied industries, to her exceptional rail- 
road facilities and to her municipal im- 
provements, but, more than anything 
else, does she take pride in her many 
beautiful homes, her schools, colleges, 
churches, hospitals and liberally sup- 
ported public institutions. 

Sioux City’s visitors have never 
failed to comment upon the quality of 
her hospitality, which will be extended 
in full measure to those who attend the 
library convention ; and for the first time 
Sioux City can now boast, pardonably, 
of the fact that her hotel facilities are 
the finest to be found in the middle west. 

W. E. HouMEs, 
Secretary of Sioux City Commercial 
Club. 
PROGRAM. 
ITS THEME AND ITS SPEAKERS. 


The discussion will be to a great ex- 


tent, variations of one main topic, viz.: 


‘‘Having an investment and costly 

equipment, how are we making it pay 

dividends to the investors?’’ The topic 
is of such concern to both trustees and 
librarians that it seemed wise to the 

Program Committee to limit the subjects 

and thus try to do such justice as we 

may to this theme. 

TENTATIVE PROGRAM. 
TuESPAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 14TH. 
Addresses of weleome—City and Library 

Board. 

Response—Mr. Johnson Brigham, Chair- 
man Iowa Library Commission, Des 
Moines. 

Seeretary’s report. 

Treasurer’s report. 

President’s address—Mrs. C. C. Loomis, 
Cedar Rapids. 

Address : How to get the community and 
its books together—W. R. Orchard, 
Council Bluffs. Member of the Iowa 
Library Commission. 

Discussion. 

TUESDAY EvENING. 


Address: Tolstoi: the man and his mes- 


3h 


sage—Dr. Edward A. Steiner, Grin. 


nell College (under the auspices of the 


Sioux City Women’s Club). 

(Reception to follow either 
Wednesday evening program.) 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, OcTopER 157g, 

Report of committees, appointment of 
committees. 

Report of the Iowa Library Commics. 
Mise Julia A. Robinson, Sennen 

Address—Leslie I. Reed, Superi tendent 
of Schools, Missouri Valley. 

Discussion. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

Business session. 

Address: The library’s function jp for. 
mulating and directing reading and 
study—Miss Elva L. Bascom, Wig. 
eonsin Library Commission. 

Discussion. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, 

Address—Edwin L. Shuman, 
Editor, Chicago Record-Heraldj; 
THURSDAY MORNING, OcToBER 16H," 

Business and election of officers, 

Address: The modern drama—Dr, Jog. 
eph F. Newton, Cedar Rapids, 
Followed by Book Symposium, Ad. 

journment at noon, with auto rides and 

general entertainment by the citizens of 

Sioux City in the afternoon. 
SPEAKERS—This program is subject 

to minor changes but the following 

speakers are expected. 

On Tuesday evening the Association 
will be the guest of the Women’s Club 
of Sioux City at a lecture to be given 
by Edward A. Steiner, Professor of Ap- 
plied Christianity in Grinnell College 
His subject will be ‘‘Tolstoi: the mam 
and his message.’’ Dr. Steiner was sent 
by the Outlook to Russia in 1903, andis 
the author of ‘‘Tolstoi: the man,” and 
of several works on immigration. His 
book, ‘‘ Against the current,’’ does for 
the Jewish emigrant boy what Mary 


this o 


Antin does, in the ‘‘ Promised land,” for © 


the Jewish girl. 

Of the. Wednesday speakers, Leslie l 
Reed, who will speak in the morning, # 
the Superintendent of Schools in Mis 
souri Valley, and knows and appreciates 
the helpful relations which should exit 
between the library and the schools. 
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Miss Elva L. Bascom as editor of the 
pL. A. Booklist needs no introduction 
jolibrarians. Miss Bascom has recently 
her connection with the Booklist 
god taken a position with the Wisconsin 
Library Commission, where her expert 
‘ning in book selection is to be used 
for the benefit of the public libraries and 
the study clubs of that state. — 
Mr. E.A. Shuman, the evening speak- 
er, has been connected with Chicago 
pers as literary editor for many years, 
having been with the Record-Herald 
since 1901. He has written several books 
on journalism but is best known to li- 
prarians as the author of ‘‘ How to judge 


/ Rev. Jos. L. Newton, who will address 
the Association on Thursday morning, is 

or of the Universalist church at 
Cedar Rapids. He was formerly at the 
head of the Language and Literature de- 


partment of the University of Texas. ° 


He is the author of several books, and 
js an orator as well as thinker. 

The other names appearing on the 
program are familiar as librarians or 
Library Commission workers of the state. 

Trusters—Officers of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association especially desire that 
there shall be a large attendance of 
trustees at the Sioux City meeting this 
fall, because they feel that the questions 
to be discussed are of paramount in- 
terest to them. 

The librarian is not the only respon- 
sible party in making this valuable in- 
stitution (the Library) do its work in 
the community. And as a matter of 
fact much of the expensive equipment 
will never pay interest on the investment 
until those appointed as trustees awaken 
to the fact that they have been asked to 
take charge of one of the most important 
factors in our civic life. 

This, in all fairness to their respective 
communities, they cannot do unless they 
make some considerable special effort to 
inform themselves upon the needs and 
possibilities of the work. Attending the 

meeting is only one way to help, 
but it is a very-important one. 

ENTERTAINMENT.—The Sioux City Li- 
brary Board and the Commercial Club 


will entertain the members and visitors 


with a reception at the Martin, Wednes- 
day evening and with auto rides about 
the city. 

MEMBERSHIP.—It is important that 
dues be paid in advance. Those who 
have not already paid for 1913, please 
send membership fee ($1.00) immediate- 
ly to the treasurer, Miss Vina E. Clark, 
College Library, Ames. 

Kate T. Loomis, 
President. 





Mrs. Norris—Mr. Orchard. 


The Retiring Member and the 
New Member of the Comission. 


After thirteen years of service, Mrs. 
D. W. Norris last July retired from the 
Iowa Library Commission, refusing to 
permit her name to be presented to the 
Governor for re-appointment. Mrs. Nor- 
ris was moved to take this course be- 
cause of her purpose in the future to 
spend her winters in California, and her 
conscientious belief that one should give 
more time to the work of the Commis- 
sion than she would be able to do in the 
years to come. Mrs. Norris has seen the 
usefulness of the Commission steadily 
grow and extend from year to year, and 
has been personally contributory to this 
growth and extension. Her associates of 
the Commission parted with her with 
many regrets, and with a keen apprecia- 
tion of her devotedness to the cause of 
library extension, and in the hope that 
her winter in California might prove of 
lasting benefit to her health. 

To fill the place made vacant by: the 
withdrawal of Mrs. Norris, from the 
Commission, Governor Clarke appointed 
Mr. W. R. Orchard, of the ‘‘Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil.’’ Of all the promi- 
nent men of the state who have inter- 
ested themselves in library extension no 
one has been more helpful to that cause, 
and no one is better informed as to what 
the Commission has accomplished, and 
how much remains to be done to round 
out its work into approximate complete- 
ness. Through the editorial columns of 
the ‘‘Nonpareil’’ and in the’ Glidden 
**Graphic,’’ which he formerly owned 









and edited, Mr. Orchard has for years 
kept the library cause at the front, 
_ strongly insisting upon the immeasurable 
value of the free public library as an 
educator. His appointment is a source 
of much gratification to his associates 
on the Commission. ' 
JOHNSON BRIGHAM, 





The Commission’s Secretary- 
ship. 
Miss TyLeR’s RESIGNATION AND MIss 
ROBINSON’s ELECTION. 

The April-June number of the Quar- 
TERLY contained the announcement of 
Miss’ Alice S: Tyler’s. resignation as 
Seeretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, and of her acceptance of the Direc- 
torship of the Library School of Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 
The announcement was accompanied 
with an expression of sincere regret from 
a. member of the Commission that the 
refusal of the last General Assembly to 
grant the small increase in her salary 
whieh was unanimously recommended by 
the Commission should have lost to the 
State of Iowa a woman of such rare 
worth and usefulness. This regret is 
heartily shared not only by every mem- 
ber of the Commission but also by every 
library worker, library trustee, and club 
woman in the state. 

Miss Tyler has served as Secretary 
since the Commission’s organization, 
thirteen years ago, and by her construc- 
tive work has made the Commission a 
great educational and moral force in the 
state. Inspired by her zeal and aided 
by her well-directed efforts, hundreds 
of small communities have availed them- 
selves of the. Traveling Library; scores 
of free public libraries have sprung into 
being and thousands of seekers after 
knowledge and inspiration have found 
what they sought through her instru- 
mentality. 

Nor is this all. Throygh Miss Tyler’s 
personal efforts and appeal many re- 
luctant boards have voted the tax which 
has made the free public library possible 
in their respective communities. Through 
‘her counsel and advice, plans for in- 
terior arrangement of library buildings 


have been so modified as to redpm. 
annual expense of maintenance gp 
the same time increase the effieie; 
the service. Through her counge] 
sistance, supplemented by the Jahon, 
her trained organizers, she has put me 
new libraries on their feet and pias 
life into many languishing 
Through her intimate relations 
State Federation of Women’s Gly 
with its leading members, Migs % 
has done much to develop the lhe. 
spirit in that body and throughopt 
state, and to make the library cauge he, 
cause. a 
Thirteen years ago, Miss Tyler 
signed her position as head catalogs 
the Cleveland Public Library to gg 
the secretaryship of the new [jb 
Commission in Iowa. Since then 
Western Reserve University hag 
lished a library school, and the gehy 
has made for itself an enviable plage. 
the library world. The friends who» 
luctantly parted with Miss Tyler in 1% 
now welcome her back as the di 
the new library school. A 
qualified for the position before she cam 
to Iowa, Miss Tyler returns to 
strengthened by thirteen years’ exp 
ence’ in the developing of free 
libraries, and if she doesn’t know 
kind of training a student of libray 
science needs, who does? With a lamp 
increase in salary and with appreciatix 
friends and associates awaiting her em 
ing, Miss Tyler’s genuine sorrow ove 
the severance of her connection wit 
Towa libraries and Iowa library worken 
must be measurably offset by the » 
preciation which awaited her on hert 
turn to her former home, and by te 
satisfaction which her present 
will afford her, because of its op 
ties for preparing others for the W 


which means so much to her. ‘ 


The Iowa Library Commission andthe 
library interests of the State which t 
Commission represents are fortunate 
finding available as Miss Tyler’s suce 
sor to the .secretaryship, one who mi 
only has had the training of the libri 
school and practical experience 
librarian, but also specialized expe 
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the organizer of a Library Commis- 
ye and as library organizer for our 


state institutions. 
Miss Julia Robinson had her first 
‘toe in library work in the Carnegie- 
Library of Dubuque. She then 
ook a course in library science at the 
Wiseonsin Library School. When the 
Library Commission of North Dakota 
as organized, a, secretary was elected 
gho, though a capable woman, had had 
wp library experience. Given a year to 
for her work, the Commission 
glected Miss Robinson to temporarily 
fil ber place. After a year in North 
Dakota, her success as an organizer 
recommended her to the new Library 
Commission of Kentucky, who also eu- 
wed her for one year, to organize its 
work while its chosen secretary was in 
training. This task completed, Miss Rob- 
insott was chosen to succeed Miss Carey 
(who had resigned to enter library work 
in Minnesota) as Librarian for the State 
Institutions under the State Board of 


(ontrol. Having successfully served in 


this difficult position for — eighteen 
months, meantime visiting all the state 
institutions under the Board of Control 
and plaging the library in each institu- 
tion upon a working basis, Miss Robin- 
wn resigned her position last July to 
accept the secretaryship made vacant by 


Miss Tyler’s resignation, and on the first. 


day of September entered upon: her 
work as Secretary of the Iowa ‘Library 
Commission. 


The members of the Commission be- 


for the new secretary the same 
helpful and. kind consideration which 
librarians, trustees of libraries and those 
interested in libraries, have uniformly 
extended to her predecessor, and would 
assure the readers of the Quarterly that 
they will find the new secretary keenly 
ilive to the opportunities for service 
Which her position affords, and eager 
to serve the public in all possible ways. 


‘It should be stated in this connection 
that the several library organizers and 
assistants, whom Miss Tyler had wisely 
selected and trained to a high degree of 


efficiency, will remain as associate work- 
ers with the new secretary. 
JOHNSON BrRIGHAM, 
Chairman, Library Commission. 


The Public Library in Commis- 

- gion-Governed Cities.* 

By Miss Alice S. Tyler. 

Few of those who advocate the com- 
mission plan of city government would 
say that the last word had been uttered 
as to the best method of adjusting the 
various departments under this plan of 
government, or that the classification of 
the many interests of a municipality un- 
der the existing departments is wholly 
satisfactory. The scant consideration 
that is given the educational function 
of the municipality, in connection with 
municipal government by a commission 
is surprising when we consider the wide 
discussion that has been given to the 
general subject throughout the country. 
The enlarging group of educational 
agencies that have developed in the past 
few years outside: the schoolroom, in- . 
eluding museums, public libraries, art 
galleries,.free lectures and amusement 
or recreation halls, calls for fuller con- 
sideration in connection with the attempt 
to.define and classify the many interests 
of the city, as some of these are already 
recognized as having a large placé in 
the activities of a municipality. 

The early promoters of the commission 
plan apparently did not realize that it 
might properly include é¢ducational in- 
terests—not only the public schools, but 
so called minor educational interests— 
many of them as vital and as far reach- . 
ing in their influence as the schools. Suf-- 
ficient-time has now elapsed to reveal 
some of the handicaps that have been 
placed- upon public libraries under the 
commission ‘plan by the attempt to 
classify them in unrelated departments 
of the city—departments pertaining en- 
tirely to material affairs. Clearly the 
early plans for such a form of govern- 
ment did not contemplate the unrelated 
and: irrelevant grouping of these educa- 
tional interests such as has developed. 


*Reprinted from the National Munici- 
pal Review for April, 1913. 
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Those who have first hand knowledege 
of the commission plan are not inclined 
to condemn it because of certain weak- 
nesses or omissions, when the admirable 
work which has been done in rescuing 
cities from the perils of ward politics is 
so evident; but surely it becomes imper- 
ative that readjustment of some sort 
should be made, to correct the obvious 
omissions which experience has revealed. 


Those who are engaged in public li- 
brary work and have had opportunities 
for direct observation in connection with 
libraries in commission governed cities, 
are convinced that a continuation of the 
present method of classifying public li- 
braries in departments entirely unre- 
lated and sometimes unsympathetic, is 
a serious mistake that should be cor- 
rected now that conditions are recog- 
nized. The classification of the public 
library under existing departments,— 
such as parks, finance, or, public safety, 
—is illogical and arbitrary; and it is 
timely to consider the vital question of 
the relation of popular education to the 
municipal government. 

Some who have written on the subject 
have urged that there be a commissioner 
of education as one of the elected officers, 
who shall have the supervision of the 
various educational and semi-educa- 
tional interests. This seems logical, but 
carried with this suggestion must neces- 
sarily be the insistence that each com- 
missioner shall be elected for a specific 
department, rather than elected as com- 
missioners at large with the assignment 
made after the election. <A ‘“‘hit or miss’’ 
selection of a commissioner of education 
out of the group of commissioners 
elected, would be a very uncertain and 
unwise method of selection for so im- 
portant a department. Hence, in any 
discussion of the question of a depart- 
ment of education there must necessar- 
ily be the assumption that the commis- 
sioners are to be elected for specific de- 
partments; and this is a point regarding 
which there is wide difference of opinion. 

Granted that a commissioner of edu- 
cation should be one of the governing 
board of the city—how shall these spe- 
cial and intricate interests be dealt with 


by one man? It is reasonable that 
should be a departure from the « 
man”’ idea of the commission Plan here 
because of the unusual problems j 
in education. If the schools shall 
included as well as the other ) 
for popular education named above, the 
problem is indeed a large and 
one. If, however, the effort is ip line 
with the trend toward a unit of 
it would seem logical that the 
should be ineluded in stich a Plan; op. 
tainly no one would question the neces 
sity of an advisory school board, of 
which the commissioner of 
would be the ex-officio chairman. » 
such board would elect the superhiall 
ent of schools and be especially regpop. 
sible for the selection of teachers and 
the educational side of the problem, the 
commissioner giving personal n 
to the finances, buildings, ete., in addi. 
tion to his general duties as a commig 
sioner. ee 
The chief concern of this artice % 
the publie library. Assuming for the 
present, that education is recognized gs 
a part of the municipal 
and that all classes and ages should have 
equality of educational opportunity ont- 
eg the class room, the same reason 
would apply for an advisory library 
board, as for a school board, with the 
commissioner of education ex 
chairman. This board would deal with 
the questions of library supervision and 
extension, the election of the librarian 
and staff, the selection of books and 
other matters which are of a i 
special nature to call for more careful 
attention and fuller information that 
could be expected of one man, a 
part of whose time would necessarily 
given to the general interests of the city, 
as well as those of his own d 
Provision is made in the. commission 
plan law, as adopted in some of the 
middle-west states, for the appointment 
of three library trustees, among 
officers to be selected by the council at 
its first regular meeting after election; 
but the law also states that ‘‘the countil 
and its members shall exercise all exee 
utive, legislative and judicial powers and 
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now had, possessed and exer- 
” by the usual city officers, which 
are enumerated, including the board of 
trustees; hence the powers of 
a board are reduced to a4 minimum, 
ss by legal decision, the powers given 
gnder the general library law of the 
are authorized. Furthermore the 
indefiniteness of the law as to the total 
r of library trustees and their 
clearly indicates that the place 
of the public library in the general plan 
was not fully recognized by those who 
formulated the law. ; 
The responsibility of a municipality 
for the education and wholesome recre- 
ation of those who are entirely outside 
the school and the class-room is rapidly 
becoming recognized. The field of the 
library is large enough to reach 
gery inhabitant of the city or town 
with the free use of books for both in- 
‘ration and information. No munici- 


pality can disregard the fact that well- 
informed citizens are a safe-guard and a 
guree of strength to the community, 
and that the dissemination of general 


intelligence is a necessity. An institu- 
tion for popular education such as the 
public library, which shall stimulate the 
study of public questions and make ac- 
cessible literature on all subjects of 
municipal interest, is entitled to cordial 
and helpful recognition. 

If, however, those who are students of 
the commission plan of municipal gov- 
emmment doubt the wisdom of creating 
a department of education, then there 
no logical place for the public 
library, or, for education, as an integral 
part of the commission plan as at present 
constituted. 

Another phase of the matter, which 
should not be overlooked, is the question 
of civil service as applied to the public 
library. Civil service while not an in- 
herent part of the commission plan is 
usually incorporated into it, and the 
merit system is one which is surely not 
to be questioned in this connection. The 
public library, however,. from the char- 
acter of its work and the necessary qual- 
ifieations of its workers, both technically 
and personally, does not belong in a 


municipal civil service plan, any more 
than do the schools. Every library which 
reachés that stage of growth when a 
staff of workers is necessary, must adopt 
standards of service, and methods of 
selecting workers who are especially 
qualified to maintain those standards. A 
good general education, wide knowledge 
and extensive reading of books, technical 
ability to arrange and handle collections 
of books and quick and ready sympathy 
with the needs and requirements of those 
who use books—all these are absolute 
requisites; and professional standards 
have been established by the library 
training schools during the past twenty- 
five’ years and are generally -accepted 
in the library world. An examination 
within the library, which tests appli- 
cants by these requirements is practical 
and feasible and is used in many of the 
best libraries of the country. This is 
library civil service, or, internal civil 
service, and should be within the institu- 
tion, thus exempting libraries as well as 
schools from municipal civil service 
examinations, which however good for 
selecting firemen, policemen, etc., do not 
apply to specialized educational service. 


If, under the commission plan of gov- 
ernment, the public library, because of 
its classification under a certain munici- 
pal department, must select its workers 
from applicants passed upon by the 
municipal civil service board, and such 
employes retain their positions under 
the provisions of that board, whether 
rendering adequate service or not, as 
measured by the advancing and enlight- 
ened standards of twentieth century li- 
brary work, then indeed is municipal 
civil service a calamity for the future 
of that library. It would be as reason- 
able for the city hall to pass upon the 
qualifications of the teachers in our pub- 
lie schools as to fix the standards of 


service in our public libraries. 

Possibly the logic of the situation 
makes it desirable at this time to con- 
sider the question from another point 
of view, viz.: Is education a matter for 
municipal decision, or is it not rather 
the larger subject of state concern? Is 
not the commonwealth so vitally con- 





cerned in the question of education that 
the responsibility is that of the state to 
say when and how provision shall be 
made for any phase of public education? 
If the interests of the state in educa- 
tion are paramount, it will justify the 
reluctance felt by many to the inclusion 


of the public schools under the direct 


municipal control of a department of 
education. If we shall class public li- 
braries, art galleries, museums and free 

‘lectures as educational, the decision 
which applies to schools will with equal 
propriety apply to all of these, which 
are sometimes termed popular educa- 
tional. interests. 

’ The public library movement is taking 
on such seope and strength in the United 
States that it cannot be disregarded in 
dealing with the question of education, 
and cannot be set aside as a minor. edu- 
cational interest. The field is so broad, 
the activities so varied in connection 
with the furnishing and distribution of 
books to all classes in a municipality, that 
the American Library Association not 
only urges the. recognition of the public 
library as an educational factor, but also 
‘‘the necessity for securing independence 
of action of the public library as an edu- 
eational agency co-ordinate with the 
schools.’’ 

If independence of action is to be se- 
cured, it is much more likely to be ob- 
tained under the provisions of a general 
state law regarding libraries, than by 
municipal action; and the financial sup- 
port would be more likely to be ade- 
quate and stable, if based on a tax pro- 
vision of the state law, which would ap- 
ply to all of the cities of the state, 
whether under the commission form or 
not. Such law would provide for a 
Board of Library Trustees either elected 
or appointed and with definite powers. 
One of the uncertainties regarding the 
library, or the school, or any other edu- 
cational interest, under the commission 
plan, would be -the fluctuation of the 
maintenance fund, depending largely 
upon the attitude of the commission as 
a whole. as to the relative importance of 
these interests; while under the provi- 
sion of a state law there would be definite 


provision for a tax which need not 
tuate and which should be 
ample for the development of 
terests. The present method 


ad. 
r the Specific 
interest involved. 


The field: to be reached b 
public library, supported by Kf. fr 
tax, is only limited by the number of 
people in the community who are abl 
to read, and who know that the 
of the library are at their 
The great task before the American 
lic library today is to lead the 
to realize that the books are there 
them, and that there is no interest op 
eoncern of theirs but may be d 
advanced and benefited, if only 
learn, by means of the printed page, the 
best that has been thought or said g 
done regarding it. 2 

Such information often brings actual 
returns in dollars and cents to the bug. 
ness man and the worker, as well ag 
the community, and the institution mak: 
ing such information available ig a 
ing investment. Surely the task is no 
small one, if in addition to this, the pub 
lie library lifts the toilers and the bur. 
dened workers, both in the home and ip 
the. business world, for a few hours each 
week or month, into the realm of imag: 
nation and aspiration through books of 
entertainment that take them ont of 
themselves and into the world of ideal 
ism and faney. The children are th 
especial coneern of the public library 
and must be given access to the book 
that are fitted to the needs and aspire 
tions of every growing year, and which 
may lead them into higher and large 
views of life and of the responsibilities 
of citizenship. 

With such a field and such an outlook 
a municipality cannot afford to hamper 
this democratic institution. and classify 
it under the department of finances, 
of parks. or of publie safety. or of pub 
lie proverty, when, if directed in a large 
and sympathetic manner, the 
ties are great for rendering service ® 
all classes in the community. : 
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: Library School 
jowa Summer, Hb 


In 1912 the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, on account of the increased pres- 
sure of work, was unable to continue the 

er Library School which it had 
enducted at the University for eleven 
sessions. Consequently no school was 
held that year, but because of the con- 
tinued demand the University arranged 
to resume the school in 1913 as a dis- 
tinctive part of the summer session. The 
University librarian, MaLcoum G. Wyer, 
was director, and the staff was as fol- 
lows: Atice S. TYLER, special lecturer 
op library administration; IonE ArM- 
srronG, librarian, Council Bluffs, in- 
structor in cataloging; JENNIE E. Ros- 
eats, head eataloger University library, 
instructor in classification ; EopNA LYMAN 
Scort, specialist in children’s reading, 
Seattle, instructor in library work with 
children; Jesste L. ARMS, secretary and 
reviser. Mr. Wyer gave the instruction 
in reference work and general subjects. 
Special‘lectures were given by Mr. Utley, 
Secretary American Library Associa- 
tion; Miss Rose of Davenport ; Miss Julia 
Robinson of Des Moines; Mr. Hertzberg 
of the Monastery Bindery, Chicago; 
Miss Milligan of Tipton ; Miss Davis and 
Miss Marks of the Library Commission ; 
and by members of the University 
faculty. 

The course lasted for six weeks and 
covered—as fully as possible—the sub- 
jects most needed for modern library 
administration—as well as lectures of 
ai inspirational character. The class con- 
tained nineteen in the regular course 
and four additional for the children’s 
work. It was one of the best classes that 
ever attended the library school, as 
nearly all came as librarians of small 
town libraries, and all but two were 
from Iowa. 

- Althongh the school is no longer under 
the auspices of the Library Commission, 
the close co-operation of all members of 
the Commission was warmly felt by the 
direetor; and the success of the school 
was due in no small measure to the solid 
foundation on which it had been placed 
by Miss Tyler and Miss Brown, and to 


the presence of Miss Tyler for an ex- 
tended course of lecture. 
MALcoLM G.. WYER. 


The list of students is as follows: 

Allen, Helen E., Publie Library, On- 
awa, Iowa. 

Anderson, Delvena, 
brary, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Converse, Abbie J., Public Library, 
Cresco, Iowa. 

Dailey, Fern, Public Library, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. 

Delahoyde, Mrs. Laura V., Public Li- 
brary, Audubon, Iowa. 

Denman, Nan E., Public Library, Sac 
City, Iowa. 

Gordon, Ethel, University Library, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 

Hodgson, James, University Library, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 

Johnson, Josephine, Public Library, 
Missouri Valley, Iowa. 

Lovett, Mrs. Laura, Public Library, 
Ida Grove, Iowa. 

Keil, Bess, Public Library, Marengo, 
Iowa. 

Logsdon, Josephine B., Public Library, 
Colfax, Iowa. 

Mitchell, Anne F., Public Library, 


University Li- 


' Ft. Dodge, Iowa. 


Rohwedder, Elizabeth, Public Library, 
Clinton, Iowa. 

Schneider, Pearl, Public Library, Oel- 
wein, Iowa. ; 

Storer. Ruth W., Public Library, 
Mason City, Iowa. 

Williams, Harriet, Publie Library, 
Stuart, Iowa. : 

Wilson, Lorena M., Public Library, 
York, Nebraska. 

Witter, Helen E., Public Library, Ot- 
tumwa, Iowa. 


CHILDREN’S COURSE. 


Colby, Eva, Orthopedic 
Lincoln, Nebr., 

Murdough, Miss, Chicago Commons, 
Chicago, Tll. 

Murray, Mrs. Maud L., Publie Li- 
brary, Grundy Center, Iowa. 

Russel), Lois, Public Library, Iowa 
City, Towa. 


Hospital, 





Hollowe’en Reference List. 

The approach of Hallowe’en suggests 
the presentation of a reading or refer- 
ence list in regard to the ceremonies, 
superstitions, games, stories, ete., that 
have their origin in the celebration of 
the vigil of All Hallows or festival of 
All Saints. This is thought to be a relic 
of pagan times, as there is nothing in 
the chureh observance of the ensuing 
day of All Saints to have originated 
the extraordinary notions that are con- 
nected with Hallowe’en. 

A large bedy of literature has grown 
up around the ancient customs that 
have become a part of Hallowe’en, Per- 
haps the most celebrated bit of this 
literature is Burns’ famous poem, in 
which the ceremonies and divinations 
practiced on the night among the 
Seottish peasantry are fully described. 
The reader who attempts the poem 
needs a good glossary to thoroughly 
understand and enjoy it. It concludes 
with this stanza: 


Wi’ merry sangs and friendly cracks, 
I wat they did na weary; 

An’ unco’ tales and funny jokes, 
Their sports were cheap an’ cheery ; 

Till butter’d so’ns, wi’ fragrant lunt, 
Set a’ their gabs a-steerin’; 

Syne, wi’ a social glass o’ strunt, 
They parted aff careenin’, 

Fu’ blythe that night. 


One can but wonder that a celebra- 
tion of this character should be ever 
made the occasion of hoodlumism and 
property destruction. Its thorough en- 
joyment does not depend on such bar- 
baric accompaniments. 

We present first a partial list of 
books that deal with Hallowe’en in its 
history and general aspects. 

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
Brand, J. Popular antiquities. v. 1, 
p. 377. 

Campbell, Mrs. H. American girl’s 
home book. pp. 144-147. 
Chambers, R., ed. Book of days. 

v. 2, p. 519. 
Dyer, T. F. T. British popular cus- 
toms. p. 394. 


Glover, E. H. Dame Curtsey’s book 
of entertainments. = 
Hofmann, M. C. Games for every- 


body. 


Lincott, Mrs. H. B. Briglit ideag 


for entertaining. 


H. F. Fact, fancy and 


fable. p. 247. 


Shepard, W. Curiosities of popular ‘ 


customs. p. 501. 
Wagner, L. Manners, customs and _ 
observances. p. 269. 
White, M. Book of games 
Needham, M. M. Folk festivals, — 
p. 87. 
Patten, H. P. Year’s festivals, — 
p. 184. - 
Stern, R. B. Neighborhood enter. i 
tainments. p. 195. ¥ 


MAGAZINE MATERIAL. 


There is, of course, an abundant 
ply of material in the popular 
zines; we indicate below where 


» 


the articles and stories are to be found, 


As a leading idea respecting Hallowe'en 
is that it is especially a time whe 
supernatural influences prevail, and 
when visitors may be expected from 
the spirit world, a number of artic 
and stories that deal with ghosts a 


‘ general are included: 


DESCRIPTIVE ARTICLES. 

Games for Hallowe’en. Ha rpert 
Bazar, v. 33, p. 1650. 

Hallowe’ en; a pagan festival. Crate 
man, v. 19, p. "124. 

Hallow- eve in Ireland with a fid 
a fire and feasting. Delineator, y, 

p. 409. 

P* Hallowe’ en favors. Harper’s Bama, 
v. 45, p. 516. 

Hallowe’en party table. La dies’ 
Home Journal, v. 29, p. 44. 

Hallowe’en play. Musician, v. 


p. 693. 
Hallowe’en supper. Harper’s Bama, 
v. 44, p. 641. 
Hallowe’en supper. Harper’s Ban 
v. 45, p. 507. 
Hallowe’en supper. Good House 
keeping, v. 53, p. 569. +f 
Hallowe’en merry makings. 
Home Journal, v. 26, p. 34. 
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Hallowe’en tricks and fortunes. De- 
jineator, Vv. 78, P- 312. 

Hallowe'en witch party. Harper’s 
Basar, ¥.39,p. 1046. 

Hints for Hallowe’en hilarities. La- 
dies’ Home Journal, v. 27, p. 46. 

Jolly good times for Hallowe’en. De- 
jneator, v. 74, p. 367. 

My Hallowe'en house party. Country 
Life, v. 18, p. 624. 

int Hallowe’en customs. 

per's Bazar, v. 46, p. 578. 

Revel of the witches. Delineator, 
y, 78, p. 258. ! 

Some new Hallowe’en magic. 
per’s Bazar, V. 46, p. 494. 

Social affairs for Hallowe’en. Ladies’ 
Home Journal, v. 26, p. 63. 

Three-fold Hallowe’en party idea. 
Ladies’ Home Journal, v. 28, p. 50. 

Tryst of the witches. Good House- 
keeping, v. 53, p. 453. 
sWhat kind of party can I give? 
Ladies’ Home Journal, v. 29, p. 105. 


HALLOWE’EN STORIES. 


Hallowe’en. Scribner’s Monthly, v. 
. 26. 

"Fellowe ‘en wraith. Harper’s Month- 
ly, v. 81, p. 830. 

Hallowe’en reformation. Century, v. 
27, p. 48. ' 

Ghost extinguisher. 
y, 38, p. 689. 

Experiences with ghosts. Harper’s 
Weekly, v. 48, p. 1920. 

Ghost of the gun-deck. Harper’s 
Weekly, v. 49, p. 1600. 

Ghost stories of real life. Woman’s 
Home Companion, v. 32, p. 642. 

Ghosts and visions that people have 
seen. Ladies’ Home Journal, v. 22, p. 6. 

Ghostly stowaway. Outing, v. 49, 
p. 28. 

Soldiers and ghosts. 
v. 42, p. 37. 

Vee Harper’s Monthly, v. 115, 
p. 956. 

Ghost at Point of Rocks. Scribner’s 
Monthly, v. 42, p. 159. 

Ghost at Sandy Carr. Cosmopolitan, 
v, 44, p.-213. 

Readjustment. 
v. 116, p. 694. 


Har- 


‘Har. 


Cosmopolitan, 


Cosmopolitan, 


Harper’s Monthly, 
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All-hallows’ honeymoon. New Eng- 
land Magazine, n. s. v. 37, p. 308. 

Different party. Harper’s Bazar, v. 
41, pp. 131-5. 

Mrs. Marton’s Hallowe’en poem. Sun- 
set, v. 17, p. 385. 


GHOSTS IN FICTION. 


For other material on the subject of 
ghosts, consult Bruce’s Historic ghosts 
and ghost-hunters; and Lang’s Book of 
dreams and ghosts. Ghostly appari- 
tions have long been a part of the work- 
ing material of novelists; and some in- 
stances where they have been used with 
effect, or where the supernatural is a 
leading element in the story, are ap- 
pended: 

Balzac, H. Magic skin 

Chesnutt, C. W. Goophered grape- 
vine, in The Conjure woman. 

Chesnutt, C. W. Sandy sees his 
own ha’nt, in The marrow of 
tradition. é 

Dickens, C. Ghost stories, in Christ- 
mas stories. 

Gould, 8. B. Book of ghosts 

Hauff, W. Wine ghosts of Bremen 

Hawthorne, J. Archibald Malmai- 
son. 

James, M. R. Ghost stories of an 
antiquary. 

Kipling, R. Phantom Rickshaw, 
ete. 

Maupassant, G., and others. Mod- 
ern ghosts. 

Stockton, F. R. -Bishop’s ghost, 
and The printer’s baby, in 
Story-teller’s pack. 

Twain, Mark. Golden arm, in The 
man that corrupted Hadley- 
burg. 

Ward, Mrs. E. 8. P Men, women 
and ghosts. 

Westall, W. Phantom city 

Wilkins, Mary E. Wind in the 


rose-bush. 
HALLOWE’EN POETRY. 

Hallowe’en. A. F. Murray. Har- 
per’s Weekly, v. 53, p. 31. 

Hallowe’en. J. K. Bangs. Harper’s 
Weekly, v. 54, p. 33. 

Hallowe’en. V. Sheard. Canadian 
Magazine, v. 36, p. 33. 





Hallowe’en failure. C. Smith. Har 
per’s Weekly, v. 54, p. 17. 


HALLOWE’EN FOR YOUNG FOLKS. 


Hallowe’en celebrations, entertain- 
ments, and customs are a never-failing 
source of wonder and enjoyment to 
young people, and rightly so. And it 
is an evidence of barbarism to make 
them an excuse for acts of lawlessness 
and property destruction. For general 
information and suggestions adapted 
to use by young people, consult the 
following : 

Beard. American girl’s handy- 
book. 

Campbell, Helen. American girl’s 
home-book. 

White, M. and 8. Book of Chil- 
dren’s parties. 

A few articles from some of the lead- 
ing juvenile magazine are also given. 
These contain special suggestions that 
will be found useful by parents and 
teachers in observance of the occasion: 

Witches’ night. St. Nicholas, v. 6, 
p. 783. 

All Hallowe’en myths. 
v. 9, pt. 1. p. 23... 

Soul, soul for a soul-cake. St. Nich- 
olas, v. 10, pt. 1, p. 93. 

Reading the book of fate. St. Nich- 
olas, v. 23, pt 1, p. 33. 

Children’s celebration of Hallowe’en. 
St. Nicholas, v. 32. p. 1124. 

Hallowe’en happenings. St. Nicholas, 
v. 35, p. 51. 

Sneezers. Little Chronicle, v. 14, p. 
531. 

Suggestions for Hallowe’en. Chil- 
dren’s Magazine, v. 11, p. 88. 

Boys as Policemen in Council Bluffs. 
St. Nicholas, v. 35, p. 1107. 

Revised from 
Aurora (Ill.) Library Guide. 


St. Nicholas, 





- Library Exhibits at State and 
County Fairs. 


STATE FAIR. 

The State Traveling Library was 

represented at the recent State Fair, by 

exhibits showing the various activities 
of the Department. 


Groups of books were displa 
ing attention to the sorlety of = ae: 
which may be met by the open shelf col- 
lection. Select libraries on agricul 
domestic science and questions of the 
day were shown, beside the regular 
volume, libraries for both children and 
adults. Books in New York Point for 
blind readers attracted much attention, 

The picture collections also were re 
sented, many pictures from the different 
groups being hung on the walls of the 
booth. 

On shelves below a sign reading ‘Foy 
a beginning may be made for a publie 
library in a small town,’’ were 200 yol. 
umes purporting to be a well balanced 
group of books, each class being 
represented by the most suitable ma. 
terial. Many of the books in this gelee. 
tion. were in the Everyman addition, 

Members of the staff were on hand. 
during the day prepared to explain any 
feature of the Traveling Library, and 
opportunity was given the visitors to 
acquaint themselves further with the 
working detail of the system. 


COUNTY FAIRS. x 
The public libraries in’ Missouri Val- 
ley, Harrison county, and Marshall 
Marshall county, sought to further ‘the 
interest in rural extension by lib 
displays and the distribution of leaflets 
and eireulars at their county fairs. 





Pamphlets on the proposed currency. 
bill—The following pamphlets on the 
proposed currency and banking bill, 
known.as the Federal Reserve Act, can 
be secured by writing to the banks. 
issuing them: ‘‘Administration eur- 
rency bill,’’ by George M. Reynolds, 
president Coritinental and Commercial 
National Bank, Chicago; ‘‘ Analysis of 
the proposed banking and currency 
bill,’’ by Corn Exchange National 
Bank; New York; ‘‘ Review of proposed 
banking and currency bill,’’ by James 
B. Forgan, president First National 
Bank, Chicago; ‘‘Federal reserve act,” 
by Fourth National Bank, New York— 
Library Journal, Sept., 1913. 
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American Library Association. 
The 1913 Conference of the A. L. A. 


‘was held at the Hotel Kaaterskill, June 


with an attendance of over 900, 
being the third largest in the history 
of the association. One-third reported 
themselves from New York state, and 
another third from New England. 

The opening address on Monday 
evening was given by President Henry 
B. Legler who took as his subject ‘‘The 
world of print and the world’s work.”’ 

On Tuesday morning Mr. L. Stanley, 
past delegate from the Library Asso- 
eiation of Great Britain, brought greet- 
ings from that body, and spoke on 
“Present conditions and tendencies of 
library work in Great Britain.”’ 

Another pleasant feature of this 
morning’s session was an address by 
Mary E. Antim, another of ‘‘The Prom- 
ised Land,’’ who pleaded that libraries 


should help to preserve the ideal of the 


immigrants in America—as the land of 
justice and true liberty. 

The general theme of the Conference 
was ‘“‘Specialization in library work,”’ 
which was considered at the different 
sessions in its relation to foreigners, 
the colored race, dependents and de- 
fectives, men in the shops, women on 
the farm, children, and business men. 

At an open session of the Council the 
quality of fiction formed the subject, 
the discussion being led by Horace G. 
Wadlin, librarian of the Boston Public 
Library and participated in by a num- 
ber of other librarians. 

The closing session concerned the 
world of books, and included papers 
and book reviews. Meetings of the 
different sections and of the League of 


“Library Commissions were also held. 


The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: 

President, Edwin H. Anderson, New 
York Public Library. 

First Vice-President, Hiller C. Well- 
man, City Library, Springfield, Mass. 
Second Vice-President, Gratia A. 
omen, Minneapolis Publie Li- 
rary. 


Executive Board: Herbert Putnam, 
Library of Congress; Harrison W. Car- 
ver, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh; 
W. N. C. Carlton, Newberry Library, 
Chicago. 


An Iowa breakfast, partaken together 
by the Iowa librarians present and 
former residents of Iowa, was one of 
the pleasant features of the occasion. 





PERIODICAL EXCHANGE. 


The following complete volumes (un- 
bound) are now on hand in the periodi- 
cal exchange of the Library Commis- 
sion, and will be sent to any library in 
the state, without cost, other than 
transportation : ; 


Atlantic, Vols. 20, 104. 

Bookman, Vol. 33. 

Century, Vols. 4-7, 9, 10, 12, 15-18, 
21, 22, 24-50, 52, 55-57, 60, 62, 67-71, 77. 

Chautauquan, Vols. 10-14, 18, 19, 29, 
36, 39-42. 

Current Literature, Vols. 50, 51. 

Dial, Vols. 48, 50. 

Forum, Vols. 6, 10-12, 18-22, 29. 

Good Housekeeping, Vol. 52. 

Harper’s Monthly, Vols. 62, 64-69, 73, 
77-80, 83-86, 90-92, 94-100, 102, 103, 
105, 106, 108-112, 114-117, 124, 125. 

Independent, Vols. 50, 51, 62, 68, 69. 

McClure’s, Vols. 6, 8-35, 37, 38. 

North American Review, Vols. 139, 
140, 149, 151, 152, 154, 174, 175. 

Outlook, Vols. 64-74, 76-81, 83-85, 87, 
90-95, 

Review of Reviews, Vols. 6, 8-11, 18, 
22-24, 26-41. 

Seribner’s Magazine, Vols. 1, 4, 28, 
32, 33. 





'f libraries and librarians are only a 
means of distributing books, all that you 


‘need to do is to perfect the machinery 


or the mechanics of the work. If they 
pre to energize the people and to redirect 
the currents of civilization, they must do 
very much more than this. They must 
inspire the reading habit, direct it, and 
then satisfy it—Liberty Hyde Bailey. 
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Bloomfield.—The dedication and for- 
mal opening of the Bloomfield Public 
Library occurred on August 8th. In 
the afternoon an informal reception 
was held which was attended by over 
a thousand people who took advantage 
of this occasion to visit the new build- 
ing and look over the books. The dedi- 
catory exercises were held in the even- 
ing in the Methodist church, the au- 
dience being increased by teachers in 
attendance upon the Davis County In- 
stitute then in session. The program 
consisted of an address on the Library 
as a factor in education by Prof. H. C. 
Brown; the presentation of the build- 
ing to the city by Mr. S. F. McConnell, 
President of the Library Board; and 
its acceptance by Mayor W. W. Wish- 
ard. The dedicatory address was made 


by Hon. J. B. Weaver of Des Moines, a 


former Bloomfield boy whose remarks 
included memories clustering around 
the location of the library building. 
Musie was furnished by the Harmonic 
Quintette. 

The architecture of the building is a 
departure from the usual library style, 
but combines comfort and convenience 
with a home-like appearance. The semi- 
basement has been fitted up as a com- 
bination rest’ and assembly room, the 
latter designed for use for public meet- 
ings of a civic nature. S. F. MeCon- 
nell is President of the Board, the other 
members being H. C. Brown, A. C. Sax, 
Mrs. O. D. Wray, O. O. Hayes, Jas. A. 
Dunn, H. C. Taylor, T. D. Doke, Mrs. 
W. J. Steckel; Mrs. Mary H. Hinkle is 
librarian. The library was organized 
by Miss Goetzman of the Library Com- 
mission. 

Both before and since its opening the 
library has received many valuable 
gifts of books; among them being the 
Universal Anthology in 33 volumes, and 
Balzac’s Works in 16 volumes, from 
Hon. J. B. Weaver. 

Cedar Falls. — Teachers’ College. — 
The State Board of Education has ap- 
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pointed as librarian, Miss Anne Stuart 
Duncan, a graduate of the University; 
Michigan, who was connected with 
Chicago University Library, for 9 ny» 
ber of years as a reference libray, 
and who was more recently librarian 
in the city of Marquette, Michio 
Two new catalogers have also been ap 
pointed: Ruth Woolman, graduate of 
the University of Cincinnati..and gf 
Drexel Library School, and 
Askey, graduate of the Wisconsin 
brary School. 
Corning.—The trustees of the 
ing Library gave a reception in hong 
of the teachers of the public ge¢ 
the first week in September. Thig xp. 
ception has become an annual 
and is found to be a useful factor jp 
stimulating close co-operation betwee, 
the library and the schools. In ad@. 
tion to the teachers, the invitation jist 
included the members of the Boar@'of 
Education and their wives, and the 
members of the City Council and their 
wives. ; 


Cresco.—The city council has yoted 
to increase the library tax from typ 
to three mills, which will yield about 
$1,500 annually for the maintenanee of 
the proposed Carnegie public. library, 
This action followed the decision of the 
library board that the building g 
planned could not be built for $1000), 
the amount donated by the Carnegie 
corporation. By making this additional 
one mill tax levy for maintenanee, 
£5,000 more ean be secured from Mr 
Carnegie, which will cover the total 
eost according to the original plam, 
which provide for a _ building that 
will be a credit to the city anda 
monument to the group of publie spirit 
ed men and women of Cresco who have 
given freely of their time and money 
to make the institution a success in 
past, and whose efforts are now direct 
ed to broadening its field of usefulness. 


Davenport.—The collection of pit 
tures of our National Parks sent out by 
the Department of the Interior was & 
hibited in the library gallery August 
10 to September 8. Although the 





SS RSME ONS ESS FARA SS Pack oe 


ON ry ae a ie oe 


weather was unusually warm, a great. 

many people enjoyed the exhibit. 

‘The pictures are mostly photographs 

taken by expert photographers and a 

pumber are colored by hand. They 
the remarkable variety and 

peauty of the scenery in our own 


eountry. 

Libraries that have the space for ex- 
hibitions, may make arrangements by 
writing to the Secretary of the Interior 
_ at Washington. ; 

Des Moines.—A farewell breakfast 
was given by the Des Moines Library 
(lub on Saturday morning, August 
30th, in honor of Miss Tyler, whose de- 

from Des Moines is universally 

tted. Twenty-seven were present. 

At the close of the breakfast Mrs. 
Georgia Easter, as President of the 
(lub, in a few well chosen words of 
appreciation, presented Miss Tyler with 


4 beautiful silver sandwich tray, bear- - 


ing the monogram of Miss Tyler and of 
the club. Miss Tyler fittingly respond- 
ed after which brief talks were given 
by Miss Julia Robinson, who succeeds 
Miss Tyler as Secretary of the Iowa 
Library Commission; Mrs. A. J. Bark- 
ley of Boone; Mr. Johnson Brigham, 
members of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion; and Col. Abernathy, each paying 
warm tribute to the splendid service 
Miss Tyler has rendered library work 
in Iowa. 

Des Moines.—Miss Grace Shellen- 
berger, who was granted a leave of 
absence to attend the Pittsburgh Train- 
ing School for Children’s Librarians, 
resumed her duties in the children’s 
room of the public library on Septem- 
ber Ist. 

Greene.—A home talent play was re- 
cently given for the benefit of the li- 
rary, netting a much needed sum for 
the purchase of new books and other 
library expenses. 

LeMars.— Miss Nelle V. Colville has 
been elected librarian of the public li- 
brary and entered upon her duties 
August Ist. Miss Colville attended the 
lowa Summer Library School in 1908, 
since which time she has served as as- 
sistant in the Oskaloosa Public Library, 


and Drake University Library, and as- 
sisted in organizing the Oskaloosa High 
School and Penn College Libraries. 

Manchester.—The resignation of Miss 
C. A. Woods, for the past six years 
librarian of the Manchester Public Li- 
brary, has been reluctantly accepted 
by the Board. During the time Miss 
Woods has occupied this position she 
has proven herself a most efficient li- 
brarian, guarding well the interests of 
the library and sparing no efforts to be 
of the utmost service to all. She was 
—- helpful in her work with the 
schools, and in her wise selection of 
reading for the young people. Her de- 
parture is a source of regret to all who 
knew of her good work. 

Miss Margaret Lindsay, instructor in 
the public schools for the past two 
years, was selected as Miss Woods’ suc- 
cessor, and assumed her new duties 
July 1st. 

_Marion.—The tax levy for library 
support has recently been raised from 
two to two and one-half mills. 

Oskaloosa.— The Public Library 
meets with a distinct loss in the resig- 
nation of the President of its.Board, 
Mr. A. P. Spencer. Absence from the 
city for a lengthened time making it 
impossible for him to give the desired 
attention to library matters is the cause 
of this resignation, which was most re- 
gretfully accepted. Mr. Spencer has 
been closely identified with the library 
sentiment of Oskaloosa since its begin- 
ning, and his service covers a period of 
eighteen years. During that time he 
has given unsparingly of his time and 
efforts. Dr. L. A. Rodgers, former 
Vice-President, has been made Presi- 
dent of the Board, Frank P. Nash Vice- 
President, and Col. J. F. MeNeill elect- 
ed to fill the vacancy. 

The formal letter of appreciation and 
regret addressed to him by the Board, 
voiced the sentiment of all citizens who 
were interested in library matters. 

Peila.—The Public Library has met 
with a severe loss and the whole com- 
munity has been saddened by the 
drowning of its librarian, Miss Cornelia 
De Gues, and two other young ladies at 








Geneva Lake, Wisconsin, on August 


28th. Miss De Gues and her companions 
represented Central College of Pella at 
the Y. W. C. A. Conference at Lake 
Geneva. They started for a boat ride 
in the early evening and the boat cap- 
sized. The bodies have not been re- 
covered. 


Vinton.— Miss Elizabeth F. Williams, 
librarian of the public library, has been 
given a leave of absence to attend Sim- 
mons College Library School. Theo- 
dosia Hamilton has been employed to 
fill the position during Miss Williams’ 
absence. Miss Hamilton is a graduate 
of Western Reserve Library School, 
and has served Simpson College for six 
years as librarian. 

Waterloo. An increase in the tax 
levy granted by the City Council gives 
the Waterloo Public Library $4,000 
more than they have previously re- 
ceived. 
voted $650 for school room libraries, 
the books to be selected and prepared 
by the librarian of the public library, 
and used as school collections. Bub- 
bling fountains have recently been 
placed by the Water Works Companies 
on the library corners. Miss Sabra 
Nason has served as Acting Librarian 
during the absence of Miss Duren. 





Jacob Rich. 

Carnegie-Stout Library, Dubuque, a 
second time meets with a great loss 
in the death of one of its board mem- 
bers—this time Mr. Jacob Rich, presi- 
dent of the library board since its be- 
ginning. Though for several years a 
great physical sufferer his keen interest 
in library work was unimpaired. None 
better than he appreciated its advan- 
tages, none strove more earnestly to 
broaden its influence. His luss_ will 
be keenly felt and his place difficult to 
fill. 

At a special meeting of the Board of 
Trustees the following tribute to his 
memory was unanimously adopted: 

‘“‘This Board, in common with our 
fellow citizens, realize that in the death 
of our President the Library and its 


The Sehocl Boards: have also ° 




















interests have lost an ever active » ; 
zealous friend. To him is due thes 
it of inaugurating the movement, 
the establishment of a Free Public i 
brary in our city, which had ik ho 
ginning in the year 1900, at wh 
time Mr. Rich was President of 
Young Men’s Library Association 
which, under his wise and eneros 
leadership, devised and carried th 
the plan for converting the same jy 
a free library for the benefit of 
city. Ta 

‘*When the Library Board of 
tees was created in February, . 
was elected President thereof 
served in that capacity from that 
until his death. . 

“In the work of securing the 
needed for the erection of the 
Building ; in securing the plang for 
same and in completing the o 
tion of, the Library Board and. 
transfer to the city of the books; 
other property of the Young ¥ 
Library Association, he took the 
ing and most active part. « 

‘* Although the later years of hig 
were clouded with physical ills 
greatly limited his bodily activity, 
was untiring in his devotion to the i 
terests of the Library and in the de 
charge of his duties as President ¢ 
this Board. Therefore, it may be most 
truthfully said, that this Library init 
erection, organization and development 
is his monument, fitly symbolizing bis 
interest in and labor for the public 
welfare. 

‘‘His intercourse in the discharge of 
his duties, with his co-trustees, with 
the members of the Library Staff an 
with the patrons of the Library wa 
ever highly courteous and considerate 
and in his passing away, we not ouly 
deplore the loss of a most valued ani 
efficient member of our Board, but aly 
of a warm personal friend.”’ 


The best books are those which * 
the highest quality of pleasure to 
largest number of readers for.the | 
period of time.—E. L. Shuman. 
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